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1
FINGER BIOMETRIC SENSING DEVICE
INCLUDING COUPLING CAPACITOR AND
RESET CIRCUITRY AND RELATED
METHODS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the field of electronics,
and, more particularly, to finger sensing devices and related
methods.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Fingerprint sensors that measure the fingerprint pattern
using electric field sensing methods have become established.
Fingerprint sensors that are based upon electric field sensing
methods measure the fingerprint pattern by establishing an
electric field between the finger and the sensor array, and
measuring the spatial fluctuations in field strength at the sen-
sor array caused by the shape of the fingerprint ridge and
valley pattern.

In some recent applications, the sensor may desirably cap-
ture images of fingerprint patterns from fingers that are farther
away from the sensor array than is typical with today’s tech-
nologies. Unfortunately, as the finger gets farther away from
the sensor array (for example when a relatively thick dielec-
tric lies between the sensor array and the finger) the spatial
field strength variations that represent the fingerprint pattern
become weaker. One way to compensate for this loss of
spatial pattern strength is to increase the voltage of the signals
that generate the field between the finger and the sensor array.
The fingerprint spatial pattern strength increases proportion-
ately.

There may be limitations, however, on how much voltage
can be placed on the finger and on the sensor array as well.
When the voltages on the finger are too high, certain persons
with very sensitive fingers may feel that voltage as a slight
tingling. This may be undesirable in a consumer product. On
the other hand, when voltages are too high on the sensor array,
the sensor readout electronics may not perform adequately,
for example, they may saturate and generate unacceptable
noise, and may even be damaged.

Amplifier and processing stages that read and process the
detected signals from the user’s finger may limit the detected
signal. As these stages are cascaded together, DC offsets
inherent in each stage may not fully utilize the dynamic range
of'the signal. More particularly, the DC offsets may accumu-
late from each stage limiting the dynamic range of the desired
or detected signal. There are several techniques to reduce DC
offsets. For example, individual stages may have inherent
trimming or calibration cycles, and sampled data systems
may include built-in DC sensing and correction cycles. Other
techniques may include correlated double sampling using
two samples of a signal where any DC offset present in both
samples is subtracted out. Band pass filtering of the signal
attenuates DC and other undesired low frequency errors.

SUMMARY

A finger biometric sensing device may include an array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes, and a plurality of
amplifiers coupled together in series and to be selectively
coupled to respective ones of the array of finger biometric
sensing pixels. The finger biometric sensing device also
includes at least one coupling capacitor between an output of
agiven amplifier and a corresponding input of a next amplifier
of the plurality thereof, and reset circuitry capable of selec-
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tively resetting the input of the next amplifier. Accordingly,
the finger biometric sensing device may provide a more accu-
rate finger biometric sensing, for example, by increasing the
dynamic range of the series coupled amplifiers.

The reset circuitry may be capable of resetting the input of
the next amplifier to a reset voltage, for example. The reset
circuitry may include a reset signal generator and at least one
switch driven thereby.

The finger biometric sensing device may further include a
semiconductor substrate on which the plurality of amplifiers,
the at least one coupling capacitor, and the reset circuitry are
integrated, for example. The plurality of amplifiers may
include a first amplifier having an input to be selectively
coupled to the respective ones of the array of finger biometric
sensing pixel electrodes. The reset circuitry may be capable of
selectively resetting the input of the first amplifier.

The next amplifier may include a differential amplifier with
an input comprising a pair of differential input terminals, for
example. The at least one coupling capacitor may include a
respective coupling capacitor associated with each of the pair
of differential input terminals. The reset circuitry may include
a respective switch associated with each of the pair of differ-
ential input terminals, for example.

The finger biometric sensing device may also include a
finger coupling electrode adjacent the array of finger biomet-
ric sensing pixel electrodes. Drive circuitry may be coupled to
the finger coupling electrode and the array of finger biometric
sensing pixel electrodes, for example.

A method aspect is directed to a method of compensating
for offsets between a plurality of amplifiers coupled together
in series and to be selectively coupled to respective ones of an
array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes in a finger
biometric sensing device. The method may include using
reset circuitry to selectively reset an input of a next amplifier
of the plurality thereof to compensate for the offsets. An
output of a given amplifier and a corresponding input of the
next amplifier having at least one coupling capacitor therebe-
tween.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.1is aplan view of an electronic device according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of the electronic
device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic circuit diagram of a portion of the
finger biometric sensing device of the electronic device of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a schematic circuit diagram of a portion of a finger
biometric sensing device according to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which preferred embodiments of the invention are shown.
This invention may, however, be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the embodi-
ments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out, and prime notation is used to indicate similar elements in
different embodiments.

Referring initially to FIGS. 1-3, an electronic device 20 is
now described. The electronic device 20 illustratively
includes a portable housing 21 and a processor 22 carried by



US 9,202,103 B2

3

the portable housing. The electronic device 20 is illustratively
a mobile wireless communications device, for example, a
cellular telephone. The electronic device 20 may be another
type of electronic device, for example, a tablet computer,
laptop computer, etc. In some embodiments, the electronic
device 20 may be an integrated circuit for use with another or
host electronic device.

Wireless communications circuitry 25 (e.g. a wireless
transceiver, cellular, WLAN Bluetooth, etc.) is also carried
within the housing 21 and coupled to the processor 22. The
wireless transceiver 25 cooperates with the processor 22 to
perform at least one wireless communications function, for
example, for voice and/or data. In some embodiments, the
electronic device 20 may not include a wireless transceiver
25.

A display 23 is also carried by the portable housing 21 and
is coupled to the processor 22. The display 23 may be a liquid
crystal display (LCD), for example, or may be another type of
display, as will be appreciated by those skilled in the art. A
device memory 26 is also coupled to the processor 22.

A finger-operated user input device, illustratively in the
form of a pushbutton switch 24, is also carried by the portable
housing 21 and is coupled to the processor 22. The pushbutton
switch 24 cooperates with the processor 22 to perform a
device function in response to the pushbutton switch. For
example, a device function may include a powering on or off
of' the electronic device 20, initiating communication via the
wireless communications circuitry 25, and/or performing a
menu function.

More particularly, with respect to a menu function, the
processor 22 may change the display 23 to show a menu of
available applications based upon pressing of the pushbutton
switch 24. In other words, the pushbutton switch 24 may be a
home switch or button, or key. Of course, other device func-
tions may be performed based upon the pushbutton switch 24.
In some embodiments, the finger-operated user input device
24 may be a different type of finger-operated user input
device, for example, forming part of a touch screen display.
Other or additional finger-operated user input devices may be
carried by the portable housing 21.

The electronic device 20 includes a finger biometric sens-
ing device 50, which may be in the form of one or more
integrated circuits (ICs) as will be described in further detail
below. The finger biometric sensing device 50 includes an
array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes 31 to sense
a user’s finger 40 or an object placed adjacent the array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes. The array of finger
biometric sensing pixel electrodes 31, i.e. electric field sens-
ing pixel electrodes, generally relies on an extremely high
impedance sensing input. The impedance is typically kept
relatively high to maintain improved sensitivity. For example,
atypical input may be a gate of a complementary metal oxide
semiconductor (CMOS) transistor, as will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art.

The array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes 31 is
carried by the pushbutton switch 24 so that when a user or
object contacts and/or presses downward on the pushbutton
switch, data from the user’s finger 40 is acquired, for
example, for finger matching and/or spoof detection, for
example. In other words, the array of finger biometric sensing
pixel electrodes 31 may cooperate with circuitry, as will be
explained in further detail below, to be responsive to static
contact or placement of the user’s finger 40 or object. Of
course, in other embodiments, for example, where the array
of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes 31 is not carried
by a pushbutton switch, the array of finger biometric sensing
pixel electrodes may cooperate with circuitry to be responsive
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to sliding contact (i.e. a slide sensor), or responsive to static
placement (i.e. a standalone static placement sensor).

The processor 22 may also cooperate with the array of
finger biometric pixel sensing electrodes 31 to determine a
finger match based upon finger biometric data. More particu-
larly, the processor 22 may determine a finger match based
upon enrollment data stored in the device memory 26. The
processor 22 may also determine a live finger based upon
spoof data. More particularly, the processor 22 may deter-
mine a live finger based upon a complex impedance and/or
bulk impedance measurement.

In some embodiments, the processor 22 may cooperate
with the array of finger biometric pixel sensing electrodes 31
to perform a navigation function, for example. Of course the
processor 22 may cooperate with the array of finger biometric
sensing electrodes 31 and/or other circuitry to perform other
oradditional functions, as will be appreciated by those skilled
in the art.

The finger biometric sensing device 50 also includes series
coupled amplifiers 60, and more particularly, first and second
amplifiers 60a, 605, (FIG. 3) which may each define gain
stages, coupled together in series and that are respectively
coupled to the ones of the array of finger biometric pixel
sensing electrodes 31. The first and second amplifiers 60aq,
605 may be regarded as continuous time components, as will
be appreciated by those skilled in the art. While two amplifi-
ers 60a, 605 are illustrated, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in that additional amplifiers may be coupled in series
downstream or upstream and may define further gain stages.
In other words, the finger biometric sensing device 50 may
include any number of gain stages or amplifiers coupled in
series. In some embodiments, the first amplifier 60a may be a
differential amplifier, for example, as illustrated in FIG. 4.

Finger biometric data or information is typically carried
within AC signals, as there is typically no useful information
at DC. Additionally, it may be particularly desirable for the
finger biometric sensing device 50 to have increased sensi-
tivity. Increased sensitivity may be particularly advanta-
geous, for example, where the user’s finger 40 is further away
from the array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrode 31
by way of a dielectric layer 65 or other coating, as will be
explained in further detail below. The series coupling or cas-
cading of the amplifiers, for example, the first and second
amplifiers 60a, 605, introduces DC offset voltages all along
the processing chain. For example, if a finger biometric sens-
ing device includes three gain stages with 10 V/V gain per
stage and no DC offset correction, a 10 mV input offset
voltage would be 10V at the output, which may be out of
range for most portable systems where voltages are typically
3V or less.

To address the DC offset, a coupling capacitor 55 is
between an output of the first amplifier 60a and a correspond-
ing input of the second amplifier 605. The coupling capacitor
55 blocks or reduces DC offsets from one stage to the next, or
more particularly, from the first amplifier 60a to the second
amplifier 605. Of course, while the coupling capacitor 55 is
illustratively coupled between the first and second amplifiers
60a, 605, the coupling capacitor may be coupled between any
two amplifiers of the series coupled amplifiers.

The first and second amplifiers 60a, 605, or gain stages,
each have relatively high impedance inputs, which may
reduce any droop during “normal” processing or acquisition
of finger biometric data. The combination of the coupling
capacitor 55 with the relatively high impedance may reduce
the drive capability from one stage to the next, or more par-
ticularly, from the first to the second amplifier 60a, 605, and
therefore reduce overall power.
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Reset circuitry 56 is coupled between the first and second
amplifiers 60a, 605. The reset circuitry includes a reset signal
generator 57 and first and second switches 584, 5856 driven by
the reset signal generator. The first switch 584 is coupled
between an input of the first amplifier 60a and a pixel plate 32
associated with a finger biometric pixel sensing electrode of
the plurality thereof 31, and coupled to the reset signal gen-
erator 57. The second switch 585 is coupled between the first
and second amplifiers 60a, 605, and coupled to the reset
signal generator 57. The reset circuitry 56 is capable of,
through operation of the second switch 585, resetting the
input of the second amplifier 605, for example, to a reset
voltage (VCM) or common mode voltage.

The reset circuitry 56 may also be capable of resetting,
through operation of the first switch 58a, the first amplifier
60a to the reset voltage. The value of the reset voltage at the
first amplifier 60a and at the second amplifier 605 may be the
same in some embodiments, or may have different values in
other embodiments. The reset circuitry 56 may provide a
relatively stable operating point for the input of the array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes 31, but may also
provide a reduced impact to the relatively high impedance
sensing capability by way of a reset signal that switches the
input to a bias point.

In other words, the reset signal generated from the reset
signal generator 57 operates the switches 58a, 585 to estab-
lish a DC bias level, in a synchronized manner, for the first and
second amplifiers 60a, 605, or subsequent cascaded process-
ing or gain stages, through the first and second switches 58a,
58b. The reset circuitry 56 de-asserts the reset signal or does
not reset the input of the amplifiers 60a, 605 to the reset
voltage during “normal” signal processing or acquiring finger
biometric data. More particularly, the reset signal may be
de-asserted so that inputs to the array finger biometric sensing
pixel electrodes 31 are at a high impedance again, and set for
the sensing cycle, but with a relatively stable initial operating
point. Of course, while reference is made to first and second
amplifiers 60a, 605, it will be appreciated that the reset cir-
cuitry 56 may reset the input of any next amplifier in the series
coupled amplifiers. In other words, while the finger biometric
sensing device 50 may include any number of gain stages or
amplifiers coupled in series, the circuitry described herein is
applicable to any of a given and next amplifier in the series
thereof.

As noted above, the finger biometric sensing device 50 may
be in the form of an integrated circuit. More particularly, the
finger biometric sensing device 50 may include a semicon-
ductor substrate 63 on which the series coupled amplifiers 60,
the coupling capacitor 55, and the reset circuitry 56 are inte-
grated (FIG. 2). More components and circuitry may be inte-
grated on the semiconductor substrate 63.

The finger biometric sensing device 50 also includes drive
circuitry 44 capable of generating a drive signal coupled to
the array of finger sensing pixel electrodes 31. The finger
biometric sensing device 50 also a finger coupling electrode
47 adjacent the array of finger sensing pixel electrodes 31 and
coupled to the drive circuitry 44. The array of finger sensing
pixel electrodes 31 and the amplifiers 60a, 606 may have a
circuit reference associated therewith. The circuit reference
may be coupled to a device ground, for example, so that the
drive circuitry 44 drives the finger coupling electrode 47 with
respect to the circuit reference and the device ground.

As noted above, the finger biometric sensing device 50 may
also include a dielectric layer 65 over the array of finger
biometric finger sensing electrodes 31. The dielectric layer 65
may have has a non-uniform thickness. In other words, the
dielectric layer 65 may have a larger thickness in one location
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than in another location and may vary between 100 um-500
um. This may be a result of the manufacturing process, for
example, or may be intentional, for example, where a curved
shape dielectric layer is desired. For example, for a concave
shaped dielectric layer 65, the change in thickness of the
dielectric material above the array of finger sensing pixel
electrodes 31 or sensor die may cause the detected signal to
vary.

Referring now to FIG. 4, in another embodiment, the next
amplifier is in the form of a differential amplifier 605" having
a pair of differential input terminals 704'. First and second
coupling capacitors 554', 555" are illustratively associated
with each of the pair of differential input terminals 70a'.
Respective switches 584", 58¢' are also associated with each
of the pair of differential input terminals 70a'. The switches
584", 58¢' operate similarly to the switches described above in
that they each are capable of switching to reset the first and
second inputs 70a' of the differential amplifier 604'. Of
course, the amplifier 60a' may also be a differential amplifier
in some embodiments.

The differential amplifier 605' improves isolation and sup-
ply rejection, for example, as compared to a non-differential
amplifier. A feedback network 77' including resistors 78' is
coupled to a second pair of differential inputs 705'. More
particularly, the feedback network 77' may be a negative
feedback network that may establish increased precision
gain. The reset voltage of voltage common mode (VCM) may
be the same in some embodiments, but in other embodiments,
the VCM may be different.

As will be appreciated by those skilled in the art, DC offset
may additionally be generated by other components of the
finger biometric sensor 50. For example, in an IC finger
biometric sensing device that includes an array of finger
biometric finger sensing pixel electrodes (e.g. a two dimen-
sional array), the array generates DC offsets due to the finite
matching of components. Moreover, the relatively large num-
ber of biometric pixel sensing electrode in the array may
result in a wide range of matching and increased overall DC
offset range. The large number of signals associated with the
finger biometric finger sensing pixel electrodes may be mul-
tiplexed to a limited number of processing channels for
increased efficiency. Within the processing channels, it may
be desirable that the circuitry process DC offsets both from
the array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes and their
own inherent offsets.

For increased sensitivity, besides DC offsets, it may be
desirable to reduce noise in the signal path. Certain process-
ing circuits have larger inherent noise due to fundamental
limitations. Thus, in a cascaded system with various stages, it
may be desirable to place the larger noise circuits after the
lower noise circuits. Many existing circuits that are used in
frontend architectures of finger biometric sensing devices
process DC offsets, but at the expense of increased noise.
Examples of such circuits include switched capacitor circuits
which have larger noise due to fundamental K'T/C limitations.
Correlated double samplers or various sample and hold cir-
cuits have the same kind of limitations. This class of circuits
also increases latency which, in-turn, adversely effects acqui-
sition time. Mixers or multipliers that translate, in terms of
frequency, signals to lower, more easily processed frequen-
cies typically have larger numbers of active components and
frequency harmonics that drive up noise levels. Additionally,
there may be additional filtering for removing aliasing signals
or unwanted harmonics, but these circuits may also increase
noise.

The coupling capacitor 55 between the output of a given
amplifier 60a and the input of a next amplifier 605, and the
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reset circuitry 56 advantageously addresses DC offsets with
reduced noise. The finger biometric sensing device 50
described herein may be particularly advantageous for pro-
viding relatively low noise processing circuits that can handle
DC offsets for relatively highly sensitive capacitive sensing
architectures. The finger biometric sensing device 50
described herein may also be particularly advantageous for
continuous time processing such that low noise circuits with
little or no latency can be applied.

Moreover, the finger biometric sensing device 50 removes
an increased amount of DC offsets between gain stages or the
series coupled amplifiers 60 via the coupling capacitor 55.
Thus, the high pass cutoff frequency is not set by an RC
network, which typically requires relatively large values
making it difficult to integrate and also keep low noise (high
resistance increases noise).

Instead, the reset signal cycle from the array of finger
biometric sensing pixel electrodes is reused and the cutoff
frequency is set by the coupling capacitor 55 and high input
impedance of the next amplifier or gain stage. If, for example,
the next gain stage or amplifier is a MOSFET gate input, this
may result in cutoffs in a range of several to tens of Hertz,
which may be low enough for many applications. In addition,
this low cutoff frequency is achieved without relatively large
settling time transients at start-up, and is not increasingly
sensitive to signal glitches that may cause some coupling
circuits to become highly distorted during operation, for
example. Other inter-stage coupling circuits that rely on rela-
tively large value resistors, current sources, and feedback, for
example, to set the input bias voltage, increase overall noise
and may require higher power.

Still further, the reset circuitry 56 and the coupling capaci-
tor 55 may allow for placement of the amplifiers 60a, 605 for
increased overall device performance (e.g. low noise stages
first). Indeed, a relatively low power implementation is
achieved with the relatively small coupling capacitor 55 and
near zero additional power may thus be used to set input bias
voltage.

Other and/or additional amplifiers or processing stage
functions may be used that operate based upon a relatively
high input impedance. For example, such functions may
include gain, buffering, level translation, programmable gain,
filtering, attenuation, subtraction, calibration, etc. Addition-
ally, while the finger biometric sensing device 50 described
herein, and more particularly, the coupling techniques
described herein, may be relatively easily applied to CMOS
or BiICMOS technology, it will be appreciated by those
skilled in the art, that such techniques may also be applied to
any technology that includes a high input impedance compo-
nent and switches (e.g. JFET, GaAs, etc.).

A method aspect is directed to a method of compensating
for offsets between a plurality of amplifiers 60 coupled
together in series and to be selectively coupled to respective
ones of an array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes
31 in a finger biometric sensing device 50. The method
includes using the reset circuitry 56 to selectively reset an
input of a next amplifier 605 of the plurality thereof to com-
pensate for the offsets. An output of a given amplifier 60a and
a corresponding input of the next amplifier 605 having at least
one coupling capacitor 55 therebetween.

Many modifications and other embodiments of the inven-
tion will come to the mind of one skilled in the art having the
benefit of the teachings presented in the foregoing descrip-
tions and the associated drawings. Therefore, it is understood
that the invention is not to be limited to the specific embodi-
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ments disclosed, and that modifications and embodiments are
intended to be included within the scope of the appended
claims.

That which is claimed is:

1. A finger biometric sensing device comprising:

an array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes;

aplurality of amplifiers coupled together in series and to be

selectively coupled to respective ones of the array of
finger biometric sensing pixels;

atleast one coupling capacitor between an output ofa given

amplifier and a corresponding input of a next amplifier
of the plurality thereof; and

reset circuitry capable of selectively resetting the input of

the next amplifier.

2. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, wherein
the reset circuitry is capable of resetting the input of the next
amplifier to a reset voltage.

3. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, wherein
the reset circuitry comprises a reset signal generator and at
least one switch driven thereby.

4. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, further
comprising a semiconductor substrate on which the plurality
of amplifiers, the at least one coupling capacitor, and the reset
circuitry are integrated.

5. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, wherein
the plurality of amplifiers comprises a first amplifier having
an input to be selectively coupled to the respective ones of the
array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes; and
wherein the reset circuitry is capable of selectively resetting
the input of the first amplifier.

6. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, wherein
the next amplifier comprises a differential amplifier with an
input comprising a pair of differential input terminals.

7. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 6, wherein
the at least one coupling capacitor comprises a respective
coupling capacitor associated with each of the pair of differ-
ential input terminals.

8. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 7, wherein
the reset circuitry comprises a respective switch associated
with each of the pair of differential input terminals.

9. The finger biometric sensing device of claim 1, further
comprising a finger coupling electrode adjacent the array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes; and drive circuitry
coupled to the finger coupling electrode and the array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes.

10. An electronic device comprising:

a housing;

wireless communications circuitry carried by the housing

and capable of performing at least one wireless commu-
nications function;

a user input device carried by the housing; and

a finger biometric sensing device carried by the user input

device and comprising

an array of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes,

aplurality of amplifiers coupled together in series and to
be selectively coupled to respective ones of the array
of finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes,

at least one coupling capacitor between an output of a
given amplifier and a corresponding input of a next
amplifier of the plurality thereof, and

reset circuitry capable of selectively resetting the input
of the next amplifier.

11. The electronic device of claim 10, wherein the reset
circuitry is capable of resetting the input of the next amplifier
to a reset voltage.
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12. The electronic device of claim 10, wherein the reset
circuitry comprises a reset signal generator and at least one
switch driven thereby.

13. The electronic device of claim 10, wherein the finger
biometric sensing device further comprises a semiconductor
substrate on which the plurality of amplifiers, the at least one
coupling capacitor, and the reset circuitry are integrated.

14. The electronic device of claim 10, wherein the plurality
of'amplifiers comprises a first amplifier having an input to be
selectively coupled to the respective ones of the array of
finger biometric sensing pixel electrodes; and wherein the
reset circuitry is capable of selectively resetting the input of
the first amplifier.

15. The electronic device of claim 10, wherein the next
amplifier comprises a differential amplifier with an input
comprising a pair of differential input terminals.

16. The electronic device of claim 15, wherein the at least
one coupling capacitor comprises a respective coupling
capacitor associated with each of the pair of differential input
terminals.

17. The electronic device of claim 16, wherein the reset
circuitry comprises a respective switch associated with each
of the pair of differential input terminals.

18. A method of compensating for offsets between a plu-
rality of amplifiers coupled together in series and to be selec-
tively coupled to respective ones of an array of finger biomet-
ric sensing pixel electrodes in a finger biometric sensing
device, the method comprising:

20
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using reset circuitry to selectively reset an input of a next
amplifier of the plurality thereof to compensate for the
offsets, an output of a given amplifier and a correspond-
ing input of the next amplifier having at least one cou-
pling capacitor therebetween.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein using the reset cir-
cuitry comprises using the reset circuitry to reset the input of
the next amplifier to a reset voltage.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein using the reset cir-
cuitry comprises using reset circuitry comprising a reset sig-
nal generator and at least one switch driven thereby.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein the plurality of ampli-
fiers comprises a first amplifier having an input to be selec-
tively coupled to the respective ones of the array of finger
biometric sensing pixel electrodes; and wherein using the
reset circuitry comprises using the reset circuitry to selec-
tively reset the input of the first amplifier.

22. The method of claim 18, wherein the next amplifier
comprises a differential amplifier with an input comprising a
pair of differential input terminals.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the at least one
coupling capacitor comprises a respective coupling capacitor
associated with each of the pair of differential input terminals.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein using the reset cir-
cuitry comprises using a respective switch associated with
each of the pair of differential input terminals.

#* #* #* #* #*



